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Hearts in Solidarity 



Bethany House – 2025 
This has been a difficult year for Bethany House & all who call it home.  Since January 2025, mass 

deportation has superseded the rule of law. Fear is used as a weapon. The title of a recent webinar on 

immigration was Making Life Unbearable: The Impacts of Immigration Enforcement on 

Families & Communities.  That title describes too well the experience of the families at Bethany 

House, in the Chicago area & beyond—even as, fortunately, no one here has been arrested.   

• Mothers at Bethany House started the year with the traumatic act of finding emergency 

guardians for their children if the mother were to be arrested. 

• Soon after, G was due to go for her weekly ICE check-in (in lieu of an ankle monitor) on the 

very day that 20 women were arrested when they showed up for their appointments in the 

Chicago office.  G’s lawyer had changed her in-person to a virtual appointment that day 

because of a conflicting medical appointment.  G had a panic attack when she got home & saw 

the news stories of women taken into custody that day, knowing she could have been one of 

them.   

• R was taking the bus to work one day when she met a woman who showed her the bruises on 

her wrist & arm after being grabbed by ICE agents earlier in the day.  The woman was a U.S. 

citizen who speaks Spanish & “looks like an immigrant.” 

• ICE agents were patrolling around the schools & daycare centers in our neighborhood on many 

days—always just when moms are picking up their children.  One day they were at the corner 

two houses down from us.  A volunteer who saw them was sure they were watching our house, 

but all our women were alerted to use the back door. 

• Beyond Bethany: The brother of one of our former participants was “taken” (the literal 

translation of the word widely used for ICE arrests).  We also know of several women who 

chose to return to their countries of origin rather than continue to live in fear. 

• After the midnight raid on a 130-unit apartment building in the South Shore neighborhood, 

Bethany House received a call about housing one family who was unable to return to their 

destroyed apartment after the husband/father was arrested. Thanks to legal intervention, he was 

released with no charges after several days & reunited with his family.   

This last episode illustrates the HOPE that Bethany House—and all the friends, advocates & 

supporters like you—offer to women & their families.  There IS a place that will welcome them & 

do everything within our power to keep them safe.  We will stand in solidarity with them & love 

them as our extended family, because they are our sisters & brothers.  We share their pain & their 

joy—two babies born this year & one on the way, ever growing English skills & cultural 

understanding, families reunited, work authorization & social security numbers (with eagerness to 

contribute to this country through taxes).  Together with all of you we offer not only the physical 

needs but also friendship, community & a sense of family & belonging.  Together with all of you, 

we are daily expanding our HEARTS IN SOLIDARITY.  



Message from Board President 

Dear Friends & Supporters of Bethany House of Hospitality, 

On a cold February day in 2017, 8 women religious from 8 different 

Illinois congregations made a commitment to begin a house of 

hospitality for young women immigrants aging out of juvenile 

detention.  Guided by Sister Patricia Crowley, OSF, Bethany House of 

Hospitality welcomed our first women in October of that year. 

Since that momentous year, we have been privileged to welcome 137 women & 60 children, 

& assist them in whatever ways they need to enable them move on to independence & a new 

& better life in the United States.  

None of this happens in isolation. Our exceptional staff, volunteers & supporters, like you, 

are all part of their journey.  Whether you have supported us with your resources, presence 

and/or prayers, we thank you on behalf of all that has been & all that is yet to be. 

With Hearts in Solidarity, filled with gratitude & hope, we thank you for your generous spirit 

& care for women & children who are seeking a new life.   

Peace & all good, 

Dolores Zemont, OSF 
President, Board of Directors  

 

  

Board of Directors 

From left: Kathlyn Mulcahy OP, Joyce Shanabarger OSF, Catherine Fedewa CSFN, Mila Díaz Solano OP, 

Dolores Zemont OSF, Patricia Bergen CSJ, Kathleen McGowan, Peggy Burke, Peggy Geraghty BVM  

Not pictured: Leora Linnenkugel OLVM, Nancy Bryers, Dorothy Pagosa SSJ-TOSF 

 

      

 



Message from the Executive Director 

Many see Bethany House as an organization, & yes, we are 

registered as a 501c3 corporation.  I see Bethany House, 

however, more as extended family.  We are here to 

accompany & love one another as we make our way 

together—and be a sign that diverse people from different 

cultures & regions of the world can learn to live together & 

support one another.  In short, we can be sisters & brothers 

to one another.  The world desperately needs that witness today. 

I write this as Operation Midway Blitz winds down.  The surge of ICE & affiliated 

federal agents are moving on to other areas. (Apparently ICE doesn’t like snow, 

announcing their departure with the first snowfall in Chicago.)  We are grateful they 

are leaving, & grateful that no one from Bethany House was taken away.  At the 

same time, we stand in sorrowful solidarity with the many families who have lost 

love ones to arrest & deportation.  We continue to share the uncertainty of the 

families here who wonder each day if they will be able to come home at the end of 

the day, whether they will be able to see their children again.  We are grateful each 

day that everyone comes home safely. 

We are also deeply grateful to all the friends, advocates & caring people that have 

reached out to us at Bethany House in this difficult time.  Your prayers & donations, 

together with a surge in volunteers have been life-giving & reassuring that there are 

people who care.  Biased accusations of criminality do not rule the day; your 

expressions of heartfelt care carry us through each day.  Thank you! 

         Kathlyn Mulcahy, OP 
         Executive Director 

   

  

  

 

  

Staff 

Jim Mulcahy 

Kathlyn Mulcahy, OP 

Darlene Gramigna 

Creusa Santos 

Stella Akello, RFC 

Iliana Aponte, DC 

Not pictured: 

Lupe Mojica 

Maria Isabel Salazar 

 



35 women & 20 children have lived at BHH over the past year. 

They came from 

• 10 women (29%) from African nations 

• 13 women (37%) from South American nations 

• 11 women from (31%) from Central American nations 

 

 

 

Census Remains Steady through the Years 

The average number of 

persons living at Bethany 

House each day has 

changed very little since 

2023 when busloads of 

migrants were arriving in 

Chicago.  Despite the 

threats & challenges this 

year, the needs of 

women & families has not 

diminished.  Women 

continue to come in need 

of housing, support & a 

sense of belonging. 

Africa

South 
America

Central 
America

Countries of Origin
Oct 2024 - Oct 2025

Guatemala

Honduras

Mexico

Nicaragua

Peru 

Colombia 

Ecuador 

Venezuela 

 

Angola 
Cameroon 

Ghana 
Guinea 

Mauritania 
Sudan 

 

 

 

 



Grateful for the Good Wherever We Find It 

One of the survivors of domestic violence who came to us this year had been required to wear 

an ankle monitor as an alternative to detention because she has a baby daughter.  The ankle 

monitor, however, made it too easy to track them.  As part of her order of protection, the ankle 

monitor was removed and, instead, she was scheduled for weekly check ins with ICE which 

she attended faithfully.  One day a medical appointment necessitated a change to a virtual 

appointment.  On that day, 20 women who went in for their check ins were detained by ICE.   

The young woman—together with others at Bethany House—saw it unfold on the news that 

evening, & she had a panic attack, knowing she could have been among them.   

The following week she had to go in person for her ICE check in.  She was, understandably, 

terrified. The ICE agent she met that day was a good & compassionate person who could see 

her fear.  When she explained, he reassured her & quietly changed her weekly check in to 

monthly.  It was a tremendous relief to her & all of us.  Now she is accompanied by a volunteer 

when she goes to her monthly check in, just one example of the compassionate work of our 

volunteers. 

We recount this story to recognize that not all ICE agents are cut from the same cloth.   

There are persons in charge who do not recognize the human dignity of every person & seek 

to impose cruel conditions on immigrants seeking safety & a chance at new life.  But there are 

also persons who see the humanity of the persons who stand before them & choose to do 

what they can to reduce their suffering.   

 

 

 

  

The monthly census at Bethany House reflects the number of women & children 

who stay with us each month. Fifteen women is a full house.  When there are 

more than 15 women, it is usually because of shorter transitional stays for women 

being united with family members.  The average stay is about 10 months. 



Statistics from the immigration crackdown in Chicago & Operation Midway Blitz 

Though official statistics have not been published by the Department of Homeland 

Security, agencies in Chicago estimate about 3300 immigration arrests from June to 

November in the Chicago area. In one interview, DHS spokesperson Tricia McLaughlin 

claimed “there had been over 5000 arrests” in the Chicago area. 

Immigration advocates are tracking a list of 614 persons (whose names were released) 

who were arrested & detained in & around Chicago, of whom only 16 (about 2.6%) 

have criminal records.   

Attorneys representing the 614 ICE detainees are due in court in early December to 

argue before an appellate court that their clients should be released after a federal 

judge found that ICE agents violated a 2022 consent decree that set boundaries on the 

use of “warrantless” arrests.  Court records show at least 75 of the persons on the list 

have been removed from the U.S. 

Across the U.S.:  Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) are holding 65,135 

persons in detention as of November 16, 2025.  73.6% (almost 48,000) of those 

detainees have no criminal convictions.  Many were arrested or convicted of minor 

offenses including traffic violations. 

ICE Alternatives to Detention (ATD) programs are currently monitoring 182,115 families 

& single individuals as of November 15, 2025. 

 

  

137 Women & 61 Children 

from 29 Countries 



 

 

 

From January 1, 2025 to November 15, 2025 

Bethany House offered: 

• 4951 days of shelter for women and 2890 days of shelter for children for a total of 

7841 days or an average of 24.1 persons each day. 

• Providing three meals a day, that comes to about 23,000 meals provided.  The women 

are responsible to cook for themselves & their children, but cooking is often a 

collaborative project—as it might have been in their extended families. We strive to 

provide culturally appropriate (and healthy) food, as well as nutrition workshops offered 

by our DePaul nursing students. 

Approximately 75% of revenue 

each year comes from 

religious congregations & 

grants from foundations. 

A growing number of individual 

donors have set up recurring 

donations—monthly or 

quarterly—which helps to 

secure our revenue stream 

from month to month. 

Staffing makes up almost 2/3 

of expenses.  Bethany House 

is staffed 24/7 so that there is 

always someone attentive to 

emergent needs of the 

participants living in the house.  

Continuous staff presence 

became especially important 

this year as we developed 

emergency protocols if ICE 

agents were to show up at the 

door. 



Profound gratitude to our DONORS who make Bethany House possible! 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 

Laura Alexander 

Benjamin Aponte 

Debra Baruch & friends 

Jill & Bill Bergner 

Nathaniel Berman 

Amanda Bhansali 

Britney Blackshire 

Mary Margaret Blandford 

Cheryl & Bill Blum 

Judy Borchers 

Marilyn Breen PBVM 

Nancy Bryers 

Nancy & James Buffa 

Carol Bulakowski 

Terry & Mary Bulger 

Margaret Burke 

Cathleen Caron 

Maia Chang 

David Colburn 

Pam Conlon 

Sally Conneely 

Lara Crowley 
Colleen Crowley Yarusso  
     & Jon Michael Yarusso 

Mary Grace Crowley-Koch 

Kevin Culum & Laura Bauhof 

Dr. James & Marilyn Curran 

Patricia Curran 

Cara Curtis 

Sumit Dangi 

Maria Davila 

Mary & David DeMars 
Tammy Townsend Denny  
     & Timothy Denny 

Jeanette Devereux 

Christine Dick 

Marianne Dilsner 

Melanie Dobson 

Elizabeth Domigan 

Sister Alice Drewek OSF 

Andrew Dunning 

Jackie Dupon 

Raymond Duran 

Catherine Elliott Burgeson 

David Epstein 

Deborah Epstein 

Margaret Evans & Peter Lazare 

Ruth Evans 

Steve Faivre 

Annette Farinella 

Anne Farwell 

Catherine Fedewa CSFN 

Charles Fitzsimmons 
Ann Flanagan  
     & Timothy Hadfield 

Joan & Leonard Fletcher 

Mary Pat & John Fontana III 
Margaret  
     & Joseph Fougerousse 

Mary Frech 

Lisa Fullam 

Ellen & Bill Galush 

Sr. Deborah Gaughan OSF 

Maureen & Martin Geraghty 

Margaret Geraghty BVM 

Nancy Gillis 

Beverly Gleich 

Dorothy Glogowski 

Christine Gucwa 

Mary & Patrick Guinane 

Jane Haettinger 

Kim & Kenneth Hahn 

Peter Hebein 

Shauna Hewitt 

Christine Hinze 

Margaret Hogan 

Daniel Hougen 

Catherine Houtakker OP 

Linette Howard OP 

Mary Hunt & Sue Neu 

Karen Hyma 

Betsy Iversen 

Ana James 

Tony Janotta 

Kate Johnson 

Sr. Virginia Jung OSB 

Debra Jurvich 

Kathleen Kasprowicz 

Janice Keenan OSF 

Shandon Klein 

Hannah & James Klinnert Sowa 

Jennifer & Todd Kolber 

Kelly Kolotka 

Patricia & Chuck Kolotka 

Mary Ann & Gary Kono 

Gary Kopycinski 

Lucy Kramer 

Rebecca Kreidler 

Lucille Krippel 

Raymond Kuper 

Rosemary LaFlaur CSJ 

Virginia Landgraf 

Mary Lawlor 

Ben Lazare 

Emilio Lehoucq 

Ellen Leighton 

Susan & Mark Levy 

Jane Liu 

Anthony LoPresti 

Christopher Lowery 

Leomarie Luecke Sr. 

Rita Lumm 

Christine Lunda 

Corinne Lyon 

Sister Bianca Madden OP 

Chetan Malavia 

Harriet Malinowski 

Jovan Marconi 

Ellen Marshall 

Kathleen Marshall 

Patricia Martin 

Melva Mason 

Sr. Barbara Mass SLW 
Margaret Anne McCarthy  
     & Thomas Cramer 

Marilyn McCarty-Fulton 

William & Susan McErlean 

Mary McGovern 
Kathleen McGowan  
     & Terrance McGuire 

Carole & John McMahon 

Fionna Millett 

Mora Mocanu 

Treasa Moran 

Mary & Jim Morstadt 



Mary Roman & Judith Moskus 

Talla Mountjoy 

Ella Myer 

Kathlyn Myers 

Donna Napoli 

Cheryl Nichols 

Jane Nienaber OSF 

Sister Jane Nienabor OSF 

Linda Nishi 

Philip Niziol 

Jill Nyhof 

Maria & Michael Ochs 

Jan OHalloran 

Julie O'Neill BVM 

Katheen Osberger 

Dorothy Pagosa, SSJ-TOSF 

Jack Parker 

Frances & John Pelrine 

Ruth Platte SLW 

Mary Jo Poore 

Laura Pope 

Maria Powers 
Mary Puccinelli  
     & Margaret E. Maiorano 

Sr. Peggy Quinn OSF 

Frank & Gerilynn Ramirez 

Dorothy Resh 

Sister Judith Rimbey OP 

Mary Rittmann 

Mathew Roman 

Anthony Rozic 

Julie Rubio 

Patricia & Thomas Ruggaber 

Louis Rundio & Ann M. Rundio 

Paul Matz & Jaqueline Saito 

Sister Sandra Salois OSF 

Patrick & Lindy Salvi 

Sister Jacqueline Schmitz CSJ 

Margaret Schneider 

Mark Schramm SVD 

Clarita Schumacher OSF 

Stephen & Rebecca Schuster 

Sister Kathy Sherman CSJ 

Linda Simard 

Angela Sims 

Teresa Smallwood 

Evelyn Smith 

Barbara Soricelli 

Albert Sowa & Cody J. Sowa 

Teresa & James Sowa 
Thaddeus Sowa II  
     & Diane C. Sowa 

Don Stadler 

Dolores Stanton 

Kathleen & Ralph Stephens 

Sandra Stilling-Seehausen 

Liz & Jason Stoiber 

Linda Stratton 

Nancy Studenroth 

Ruth Ann & Robert Summers 

Rose Marie Surwilo, OSF 

Jennifer & Christopher Swiecicki 

Madeline Talbott 

Pat Tomich 

Emilie Townes 

Kathleen Vagrinorich 

Mary Vallely 

Teresa VanSickle 

Greg & Deb Waite 

Traci West 

Michele Wheeler 

Diana White 

LouAnne Willette 

Georgia Winson 

Mary Wisniewski 
Fishman Wright Family  
     Foundation 

Susan Yant 

Dolores Zemont, OSF 

Daniel Zhiss 

Ted Zielinski 

Mary Ann Zrust, SLW 

 CHURCHES, FOUNDATIONS  
       & ORGANIZATIONS 

Alliance to End Human  
     Trafficking 

Anonymous 

Assumption Church 

Benet Academy 

Catholic Theological Union 
Coalition for Immigrant  
     Mental Health 

Comboni Missionary Sisters 

Conrad N. Hilton Fund for Sisters 
Cristo Rey St. Martin  
     College Prep - OPT 

G.A. Ackermann Memorial Fund,  
     Bank of America, N.A., Trustee 

Gallo Family Foundation 

#HalfMyDAF 

Helen Brach Foundation 
Heritage Quilters of  
     South Suburbia 
Hyde Park University Bible  
     Fellowship 
Illinois Immigration Funders  
    Collaborative Fund of the  
    Chicago Community Foundation 
John C. & Carolyn Noonan  
     Parmer Foundation 

John XXIII Community 

LCWR Region 8 

Legal & General America, Inc. 

Marian Catholic High School 

Maryville Academy 

Noah's Ark Animal Workshop 
Order of the Sons & Daughters  
      of Italy Lodge #1430 

Palmasani Financial Inc 

Patrick & Anna M. Cudahy Fund 

PayPal Giving Fund 

PEO Sisterhood Chapter FW 

Queen of All Saints Basilica 

Religious of the Sacred Heart 

Roman Catholic Women Priests 

Rosary College Prep High School 

Schulze Family Charitable Fund 

St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish 
St. Bernardine of Siena Secular 
       Franciscan Fraternity 

St. John XXIII Community 

St. John XXIII Parish 

St. Raymond De Penafort 

St. Rose School 
St. Thomas Becket  
      & St. Alphonsus Parish 
St. Vincent de Paul Society –  
      St. Turibius Conference 

The Caestecker Foundation 
The Chicago Community  
       Foundation 

The Julia Center 
 
 
 
 



RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS 

Adrian Dominican Sisters 
Benedictine Sisters of the  
     Sacred Heart 

Benedictine Sisters of Chicago 

Claretian Missionaries 

Clerics of St. Viator 

Congregation de Notre Dame 

Congregation of St. Joseph 

Daughters of Charity 
Dominican Sisters of  
     Sinsinawa 
Dominican Sisters of  
     Springfield 
Felician Sisters of North  
     America 

Franciscan Sisters of Chicago 
Franciscan Sisters of  
     Perpetual Adoration 
Franciscan Sisters of the  
     Sacred Heart 

Hospital Sisters of St. Francis 
Institute of the Blessed Virgin  
     Mary 
Missionary Sisters of the  
     Sacred Heart 
Missionary Sisters Servants  
     of the Holy Spirit 
Order of Carmelites  
 
 
 
 
  

 
Our Lady of Victory Missionary  
     Sisters 

Religious of the Sacred Heart 
School Sisters of St. Francis  
     of Christ the King Province 
Servants of the Holy Heart of 
     Mary 
Sisters of Charity of the  
     Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sisters of St. Benedict 

Sisters of St. Casimir 
Sisters of St. Francis of  
     Mary Immaculate 
Sisters of St. Francis of  
     the Immaculate Conception 
Sisters of St. Joseph of the  
     Third Order of St. Francis 
Sisters of the Holy Family of  
     Nazareth 

Sisters of the Living Word 

Sisters of the Resurrection 

Society of Helpers 

Society of the Divine Word 

Society of the Sacred Heart 
Society of the Sisters of  
     Christian Charity 

St. Procopius Abbey 

Wheaton Franciscans 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From ALL of US to ALL of You… 

Thank you    Gracias    Merci     Asanti    Obrigado    لك  شكرًا  


